Exudative retinal detachment and scleritis in polyarteritis.
A 64-year-old white man, treated with systemic corticosteroids for five years, developed polyarteritis. He then developed a severe scleritis with an exudative retinal detachment in the right eye, which became blind and painful and was enucleated 23 months after onset of the scleritis. Histopathologic examination of the enucleated eye revealed granulomatous scleritis, chronic nongranulomatous uveitis, exudative retinal detachment, and perivasculitis of intrascleral, iris, ciliary body, and retinal blood vessels. Systemic findings were minimal and limited to elevated sedimentation rate, weight loss, mild anemia, and microscopic hematuria. Respiratory disease, severe kidney disease, hypertension, and arthritis were notably absent. A muscle biopsy established the diagnosis.